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Fromw tHhre Editor

This newsletter exists as a tool to assist the women of this congregation in the
process of becoming the Worthy Woman of Proverbs 31. You will find a variety
of material in the coming months. In this edition, we introduce the first in a
series of articles which will highlight one of the goals of the Cary congregation:
Involving every member in using our unique gifts in the work of the church. Our
Sister, Dawn Dawson, brings us the first article. She visualizes this series to
be an examination of our own lives through the lens of specific women in the
Bible and how each used her gift(s) for the work of the Lord. We will tie each
new article back to this introductory article as a personal examination for each of
us. We solicit your feedback, and humbly request that you share with us any
instance in which we do not follow the Word. We began to consider Biblical
women in our 2009 Women'’s Retreat. Each room was designated to represent a
woman of the Bible. When will your character be studied?? Now, read and
reflect on how you can use Dawn’s reflections in helping the Cary Congregation
grow again for the Glory of God!

Phyllis B, Worthy Woman Coordinator
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Are You Using Your Gifts? Prepared by Dawn Dawson

As women, we tend to enjoy shopping for gifts for our friends, family, and
coworkers to recognize and celebrate various occasions; birthdays,
anniversaries, farewells, impending birth of a child, promotion at work,
retirement, etc. It is a wonderful feeling when the recipient of the gift is excited
with our selection. Obviously, when the recipient is less than appreciative or

enthusiastic about the gift, we are devastated.

God must feel the same way when we fail to use the gifts that he freely gives to
us. He created us with natural abilities and strengths and then, on top of that,
bestowed spiritual gifts as well. God granted us gifts and abilities so we can
serve others, as well as give part of ourselves back to Him. "And He gave
some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and
some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work
of service, to the building up of the body of Christ" (Ephesians 4:11,12).
In 1 Corinthians chapter 12, Paul addresses the Church at Corinth where he
talks about specific spiritual gifts. He talks about the difference and diversities
among the people but he emphasizes each time that they came from the same
Spirit, for the same purpose. Paul is not talking about offices or roles (he
addresses specific roles within the Body later in | Timothy chapter 3) he is
talking about specific gifts of the Spirit and how they are to be used. He
repeatedly emphasizes the value of each of the members to the Body as a
whole. He sums it all up with the pin that binds it all together: LOVE.

Sometimes we believe that we cannot fully serve God unless we have a
designated office or title associated with our work (e.g., elder or deacon). The

two specifically defined roles identified by Paul in | Timothy chapter 3 are that
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of elder and deacon. The necessity and purposes of these roles is clear — to

provide overseers/shepherds for the Body and to serve God’s people. While
these roles are clearly defined and the holders of these offices clearly identified,
it does not negate the responsibility of the rest of the Body to roll up their
sleeves and be about the Lord’s work. The elder, deacon and evangelist are
not the only ones called to be workers in the kingdom — which designation is
given to all of the members of the Body. Luke 10:2 reads, “Therefore said he
unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into
his harvest. "The laborers are all of us! Remember, the only “title” that truly

counts in the end is “thy good and faithful servant”!

In receiving these gifts and abilities, we have several options: we can set them
aside in disappointment and pursue something that looks more fulfilling in our
own eyes; we can use them for personal gain; or we can develop and practice
them as our own gifts in service to God. When it comes to long-term fulfillment,
however, we find true contentment when our gifts and abilities are used as

intended, with prayers of thanksgiving to God.

Some people claim they don't have any special talents or gifts, or they don't
pursue discovering them. But God desires every member of the Body of Christ
to use the abilities He divinely gave; therefore each Christian has the

responsibility to seek out and discover God-given talents.

Consider how pleased God must be when His children honor Him by using the
gifts He's given them. The apostle Paul is a good example of someone who
used his talents for himself first and then for God. When we first read in the
book of Acts about Paul (then called Saul), he was using his zeal, passion and
gift of teaching to persuade people not to follow God. In fact, he persecuted and

imprisoned those who believed in Christ. He even held the coats of those who
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stoned Stephen! But after he met Christ in a personal way and was filled with

the Holy Spirit, Paul used those same gifts to help lead many people to Christ.

The apostle Paul wrote extensively in the New Testament about our gifts and
talents and the use of them. Paul's life wasn't easy once he began using his
gifts for God's purposes, but he experienced the joy, peace and contentment
that come when we serve God in the way He's gifted us to do. We should also
consider our relationships as we look at stewardship of our talents. Think of
your relationships with friends and family member -- are you using your talents
to help them follow Jesus? God has given us the talents we have so that we
can help strengthen others. There is a great deal that needs to be done in the
Church. There are Sunday School classes to be taught, new converts to be
taught, evangelism to be undertaken, and on and on the needs go. And yet
today there are all too few willing to step forward and assume “leadership”
positions. And there are even fewer people who are willing to follow. What has
God called you to do? Has He called you to serve? Then volunteer, and be a

supportive follower. Do what needs to be done!

When people use their abilities for God, an exciting thing occurs, a diverse yet
unified body functions more efficiently and serves as a better witness to the
value and joy of following Christ. Since every person possesses different
abilities and spiritual gifts, the body of Christ can fully function only when
everyone takes advantage of what God has given them. Romans 12:6 tells us,"

We have different gifts, according to the grace given us...."

When everyone does what he or she has been created to do, God's will is also
accomplished more readily. In fulfilling the Great Commission, for example, if all
Christians were to apply their specific talents to the task of making disciples, the

gospel would spread more quickly and have a greater impact.

Let's be about our Father’s business!
Growing as a Worthy Woman for the glory of God
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| would like to start out by saying Ladies Day 2010 was a huge success this
year. Churches of Christ all across the state of North Carolina were represented
at this year’s event. Our speaker, Cynthia Guy, from Nashville, Tn. felt right at
home since she is a native of North Carolina, and her lesson was outstanding.
The topic this year was "Life is Like a Box of Chocolates.” In her lesson, Cynthia
did a wonderful job conveying that we may not know what life holds for us, but
that every part of our lives was planned by God and can be sweet and fulfilling.
Special thanks once again to all those who helped in making this day a success
from the smallest task to the more complicated planning. It could not have been
accomplished without everyone working together and doing their part. Next year
we are excited about Mrs. Coley coming to speak, so mark your calendars for the
last Saturday of February, and support our coordinator, Karen Thompson, in
planning this special event.

Angela B

Note: Two area Ladies Days have been posted. Let’s support them as we can.
May 22 — Radford church of Christ, Radford, VA - speaker Karen Corn.
November 13 — Lake Norman church of Christ, Huntersville, NC — speaker Sheila
Butt.

Congregational Reminder

Brother’s Keepers Monthly Potlucks are suspended from now until we have our
new kitchen and fellowship hall in place. You are the someone who must assure
that your family continues to fellowship with others on a regular basis.
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Teachers’' Supply Room Update

On Saturday, January 23, 2010, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., we had a“ Ma k e
and-T a k adrk party. We had a number of hand work projects identified ahead
of time--things we need AND can store until our space is expanded. Supplies
were arranged in different work areas. Lots of you who can color, cut, paste,
sort, etc.-- came and spent a few hours making puppets, story sets, props,
flannel board accessories, bulletin board sets, etc. Then, you took your finished
item(s) to the supply room to be catalogued and stored. Whether or not you ever
teach in a classroom, you are touching the lives of countless children. At the
same time you gave--and received--encouragement and fellowship.

Please forgive us if anyone is missed in this report — it was challenging to
keep up with what everyone was doing! It was easy to see all the good
fellowship that occurred. You are a blessing to so many! Thanks until next time .

Sort and Assemble Bookmarks i Brittany and Tommy

Collect/allocate supplies in classrooms i Brittany and Tommy

Make Puppets i Cortney, Mrs. Katie, Maria

Sort Notepads 1 Jennifer and Chris

Sort/Organize Paper Slot Storage 1 Brian, Thomas M., Stanley M.

Sort/File Letters i Abby, Stanley, Shelby, Thomas, Brian

Cut Letters i Mrs. Cathy, Chris, Christian, Cortney

Make Flannel Backgrounds i Mrs. Neta, Mrs. Sandra, Mrs. Sonova

Color/Make Books i Bethany, Brian, Brittany, Chad, Cortney, Jennifer,
Maria, Rebecca, Shelby, Tommy

Sort Stickers 1 Chad, Jennifer, Shelby, Stanley, Thomas

Clean Cubbies — Brian, Stanley, Thomas (Mom’s — they are awesome when
armed with cleaning wipes!)

KUDOS

Several groups of our young people, supported by many adults,
have particip  ated in worship services with our sister congregation
in Carthage. What good examples you are.
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Wedding and Baby Showers

We are in the midst of a blizzard of wedding and baby showers. It takes
me back . . ..

It was the spring of 1968. | had done a 12-month internship at UW in
Seattle while working on my Masters degree, and somehow found time to fall in
love and plan a wedding. | knew that between the fact that | was marrying during
planting season for the family farm, and the price of airplane tickets from
Arkansas to Seattle, only my Mama would represent my birth family at the
wedding.

Then, my Seattle congregation gave me a shower. It was held on a
Saturday afternoon in the fellowship hall at the church building. We sat in a big
circle, and the packages seemed endless. Four things still stand out as dear to
my heart: 1. That day and my wedding day are the only times | ever saw my
mother-in-law (a non-Christian) smile and fellowship with other members of my
church family — but anytime we visited her home, she always mentioned how
welcome she was made to feel. 2. A gift that came from a young couple who
had a new baby and lots of student loans. Margie had taken her love and a 2
pound coffee can, painted the can white, added our initials in gold, and then filled
it with scrubbing pads she had made from circles of light green netting (left over
from her wedding decorations). | used that can as a waste basket for years, and
then to pack little things whenever we moved. 3. The last gift was from 80+ year
old Sister Bunn, wife of one of our elders. Although her eyesight was failing and
her hands were unsteady, she had made a pair of hand-embroidered and
crochet-trimmed pillowcases for us. | used them until they began to split, and |
still use the embroidered ends as dust covers in my closet. 4. | remember how
loved and secure | felt within that circle. | think of it every time | am part of a
shower. | also remember what Sister Bunn whispered to me that day, and what |
have tried to live over the past 42 years:

Gal. 6:10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

The most important thing about a shower is that you have the chance to be
involved — to live your love of Christ in such a way that a young woman in one of
her most vulnerable times of life will feel treasured and supported as a child of
God. We have a chance to let families know that their child is loved and valued
in our midst. We have a chance to demonstrate that we are no respecters of
persons. Physical gifts are nice, but nothing beats the gift of your time. Can we
count on seeing you there, for the glory of God?

By pb
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Lads to Leaders/Lasses to Leaderettes

Mt this yeardés Lads to Leaders & Leader ¢
almost 3000 brothers and sisters present. Of those 3000, 50 were from Cary!
However, the convention is a TEENY TINY part of the Lads to Leaders &

Leaderettes program. Unfortunately, | think that a lot of us are turned away from
participating in L2L because we cannot attend the convention. In comparison to

all the hard work, perseverance, and preparation that goes into the program, the
convention is nothing more than the candles on the cake (you can put them on
there but they arendt necessary). Even
please consider taking part in Lads to Leaders this coming year. The skills that

you will learn from being a part of this program will last the rest of your life. And

think of it this way, you will grow in your faith and in your ability to serve and
glorify God! o

The words spoken above are just a short excerpt from an article that my son,
Tommy, wrote for the April edition of the senior newsletter. My heart bursts with
joy when | hear his enthusiasm about the possibilities for spiritual growth during
this year! This program (Lads to Leaders and Leaderettes) is not a youth
program. It is a program for the entire congregation, and it is a program for your
family and mine. Itis a coordinated effort to allow opportunities for our children
to focus on God'’s word in the midst of so many distractions in their lives. Itis a
chance for our children to try their hand at a lot of different skills and to find their
own strengths and talents in serving our God. However, ladies, it is also a
chance for us as moms and grandmas, aunts and friends, teachers and mentors,
and sisters in Christ to find a place to inspire and teach and help and encourage.
Now is the time for us to help our children find an event or two to try. Now is the
time to consider helping to lead or assist in coordinating an event. NOW IS THE
TIME TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIFE OF A CHILD! The benefits are
eternal...

By Neta Genduso
Editor's note: Be sure to attend the May 2 LTL encouragement fellowship

honoring all the participants — Tommy’s entire article will be available there, and
you can encourage all the individuals/families involved.
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A Look Ahead . . ..

x May2 O Bridal Shower Honoring Kami Smith Moore at
home of Clore family O 2-4pm

x May 2 - LadstoLeaders Encouragement Fellowship following
evening worship

x May 7 O Graduation Fellowship following evening worship

x May 23 O Bridel Shower Honoring Melissa Manning. Details
to be announced

For additional details, please check the Cary Church of Christ website, which is
listed at the top of page one, and/or the weekly bulletins. (James 5:13-15)

Prayers

Remember to pray for our sisters who are ailing (and their ailing relatives, and
their ailing friends), who are expecting, who are experiencing loss (es), who are
looking for employment, and who are traveling. Also, remember to pray for those
who are actively serving in the military.

Senior Sisters

Use your influence to encourage attendance at the Warners
Chapel church of Christ Senior Rally on May 15, 2010. The
church is located in Clemmons, NC.

The topic is “Conflict Resolution”. For more information, check
the announcement board outside Julie’s office.
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Cary church of Christ Web Site

Have you really checked our web site lately? Do you realize that:

X

X X X X X X
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This newsletter is available on-line?

An on-line Bible correspondence course is available?

You can access a live transmission of worship services each Sunday?
There is a senior youth group newsletter online?

You can access the building schedule/calendar?

Bulletins, sermons, and lectureship lessons are available?

Updated information is available on various committees — such as the
mission committee?

Cary Ladies Retreat 2010
Coming next issue: Update on site and dates for our 2010 retreat. Advance
word says we are in for a treat!
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Do you have information to share through the Worthy Woman?
Please contact Phyllis B. or Angela Burrell
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